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Preface

This book is the result of extensive debates among a team of authors on
long-term transformations in food provision and consumption in contem-
porary societies. It is part of a book series on sustainability transitions
which seeks to build “a new, inspiring perspective on sustainable develop-
ment,” as the series’ editors John Grin, Jan Rotmans and Johan Schot state
in the preface to the series’ first volume. The transition perspective entails
a multifaceted theory to capture “the complex nature and multiple dimen-
sions of societal transformations implicated in sustainable development.”
Next to ‘energy’, ‘mobility’ and ‘healthcare’, also ‘food’ is selected as a
societal domain to be explored for the key institutions, actors and dynam-
ics involved in bringing about the transition to a more sustainable future.

This volume seeks to contribute to transition theory by exploring in
some depth and detail the transitions in food regimes as happening in
OECD countries since WWII in particular. It outlines how the rules of
the game for dealing with food are being redefined and transformed under
the growing influence of food safety incidents, food security crises, public
protests against food-related technological innovations and debates about
the globalization of food production and consumption. The book reviews
food-related processes of change taking place throughout the whole food
chain, from ‘fork-to-farm’ and even beyond the farm, when analyzing the
design of future food production. It documents and assesses transition pro-
cesses in consumption practices, in the retail sector and in the globalizing
networks involved in the production and processing of (also fish-) food.
It identifies the groups of actors—companies, consultants, consumers,
NGOs, scientific researchers—and the institutions and policies which have
to make the sustainability transitions work. It combines a fascination for
the role of human agents in sustainability transitions with a special interest
in the issue of globalization and (re)localization of food practices.

For this volume, contributions have been collected from authors who
have been actively engaged in studying recent sustainability transformations
in agriculture, food processing and retailing, as well as in consumption
practices. The specific selection of authors enabled a balanced composition
of the book. Chapters range from reconstructing the history of current food
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regimes to discussing the ways in which innovative practices as emerging
in niches might affect the future regimes of handling food. Several chapters
set themselves the task to outline the new, alternative food regimes in-the-
making and analyze the sustainability strategies deployed by actors both
at the grassroots level and within the existing, mainstream systems and
networks. Comparable to the volume on mobility in the book series, this
volume focuses on dynamics as interactions between (changes in) consump-
tion, retail and production and the roles of different actors. Although the
book’s focus is on developments in Europe—with a particular attention to
dynamics in the Netherlands—it seeks to address globalizing food chains
and networks in some detail, thereby illustrating how global and local tran-
sition processes are connected in fundamental and consequential ways.

The book includes contributions by 21 authors from different disciplin-
ary and geographical backgrounds. Although written by a large team of
individuals, we claim that this volume shows a remarkable theoretical
consistency. All contributions are written under the umbrella of a shared
theoretical framework, put forward by transition theory and modified and
adapted to food analysis by the team of authors. Developing this shared
umbrella took place through a process of intensive discussion and col-
laboration among authors and editors, greatly facilitated by two work-
shops. The first workshop on 13-14 February 2009, brought together all
authors to Amsterdam for an intensive discussion on transition-thinking,
on changes in food provisioning and on their prospective contributions
to a shared publication on these issues. Draft chapters were exchanged
in preparation of a second workshop in Amsterdam on 11-12 December
2009, during which texts and reviews were discussed and suggestions
made for finalizing chapters.

Organization of the workshops and the writing of this volume has been
made possible through financial support from the Dutch Knowledge Net-
work for System Innovation and Transitions (KSI). The KSI network also
created the conditions for very intensive and fruitful debates between the
series’ editors, the editors of the respective volumes in the series and some
external reviewers. We were asked to regularly report on the conceptual
framework under development and on the progress made within our team
of authors. Several interim presentations in the KSI network resulted in new
inputs and useful suggestions for ‘our’ food book. We want to thank the
series’ editors John Grin, Jan Rotmans and Johan Schot, the editors of the
other volumes in the book series on Sustainability Transitions: Jacqueline
Broerse, René Kemp, Derk Loorbach and Geert Verbong and two anony-
mous reviewers for their valuable comments and suggestions. It was exter-
nal reviewer José van Eijndhoven who suggested organizing the book in line
with our theoretical emphasis on consumers by starting in Part I with con-
sumers, to be followed by Part II on retailers and Part III on producers.

This publication would not have been possible without the practical sup-
port by Corry Rothuizen, secretary to the Environmental Policy Group,
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Wageningen University. We are also thankful for the practical assistance by
Mieke Rossou-Rompen in organizing the KSI workshops. In preparing the
final publication, the support from the editors and other staff at Routledge,
in particular from Max Novick, has been invaluable and we want to thank
all of them very much.

This book is dedicated to Ken Green. Ken Green was professor of envi-
ronmental innovation management and deputy director for strategy and
management at Manchester Business School. His high-profile research
included work for DEFRA, the Tyndall Centre and the Sustainable Con-
sumption Institute. Through his excellent work on the interface of technol-
ogies and their social/economic implications, he made great contributions
not only to academic debates but to public debates as well. Concerned about
the social and political implications of science and technology, he helped
constitute and establish the emerging field of science and technology stud-
ies. His recent work brought him to discuss the challenges of environmental
sustainability, including the technological innovations in food provision.
Ken Green was initially scheduled to become one of the authors of this
book; unfortunately he passed away unexpectedly just before the writing
process started. Through the publication of this book we hope to contrib-
ute to well-informed reflections on sustainable innovations that were so
important for him.

Gert Spaargaren, Peter Oosterveer and Anne Loeber
June 2011



































































































